
Report to: Licensing and 
Regulatory 
Committee

Date of Meeting: Monday 9 
September

Subject: Cross Border Authorisations

Report of: Head of Highways 
and Public 
Protection

Wards Affected:

Portfolio: Regulatory, Compliance and Corporate Services

Is this a Key 
Decision:

N Included in 
Forward Plan:

No

Exempt / 
Confidential 
Report:

N

Summary:

To seek the approval of Members of a formal arrangement pursuant to Section 101 of 
the Local Government Act 1972 with neighbouring authorities to facilitate cross border 
enforcement with regards to licensed hackney carriage and private hire vehicles.

Recommendation(s):

1) That members approve the proposed agreement between Sefton, Liverpool and 
Knowsley Council

2) That the Head of Highways and Public Protection authorise certain officers from 
the other named Councils to carry out enforcement and compliance functions in 
respect to Sefton licensed vehicles working in their areas.

Reasons for the Recommendation(s):

There are an increasing number of licensed drivers and vehicles that work across the 
whole of the Liverpool City region. The proposal would allow better regulation of vehicle 
standards by allowing neighbouring authority officers the power to inspect vehicle and 
issue relevant notices if necessary. 

Alternative Options Considered and Rejected: (including any Risk Implications)

None

What will it cost and how will it be financed?

(A) Revenue Costs

None



(B) Capital Costs - none

Implications of the Proposals:

Resource Implications (Financial, IT, Staffing and Assets):

The cost of the service is wholly recovered from the ring-fenced Taxi Licensing Trade 
Account (Revenue Budget BD12).

Legal Implications: 

Legal implications have been considered and advised upon.

Equality Implications:

There are no equality implications. 

Contribution to the Council’s Core Purpose:

Protect the most vulnerable:

Facilitate confident and resilient communities:

Commission, broker and provide core services: Delivering better regulation of the taxi 
licensing trade regionally

Place – leadership and influencer:

Drivers of change and reform:

Facilitate sustainable economic prosperity:

Greater income for social investment: 

Cleaner Greener

What consultations have taken place on the proposals and when?

(A) Internal Consultations

The Head of Corporate Resources has been consulted (FD5767/19) and notes the report 
indicates no direct cost implications as expenses incurred are wholly recovered from the 
ring-fenced Taxi Licensing Trade Account. notes The Chief Legal & Democratic Officer 
(LD4891/19) has been consulted and any comments have been incorporated into the 
report.



(B) External Consultations 

The proposals have been discussed and agreed with officers from the Liverpool City 
Region authorities.

Implementation Date for the Decision

Immediately following the Committee meeting

Contact Officers: Mark Toohey
Telephone Number: Tel: Ext 2274
Email Address: mark.toohey@sefton.gov.uk

Appendices:

Annex 1: Draft agreement

Background Papers:

There are no background papers available for inspection.



1 Background

1.1 Merseyside local authorities have traditionally authorised officers from each 
other’s authorities in relation to taxi licensing functions for many years. The 
purpose of this report is to seek approval for the new attached draft agreement 
and continue with cross border authorisations between Sefton, Knowsley and 
Liverpool Councils.

1.2 Since the Deregulation Act 2015 allowed private hire operators to sub contract 
bookings to any other operator, there has been an increase of vehicles completing 
bookings in one area although the driver and vehicle are licensed in another 
different area. The draft cross border agreement would allow Sefton Officers to 
inspect Liverpool & Knowsley vehicles and vice versa.

2 Proposed Action

2.1 The proposal is that the hackney carriage and private hire enforcement powers 
(as set out below and in the annex to this report) are delegated to Liverpool & 
Knowsley officers. It is also proposed that Sefton receives similar delegated 
enforcement powers from Liverpool & Knowsley.

2.2 The Local Government Act 1972 permits delegations of council functions from one 
council to another by committee, sub-committee or officer of the council. It is 
proposed that the Head of Highways and Public Protection delegates the 
individual officers from the other authorities.

2.3 The proposed enforcement functions from the Local Government (Miscellaneous 
Provisions) Act 1976 are as follows;

 Section 50(4) Proprietor to produce vehicle licence and insurance 
certificate

 Section 53(3) (a) Driver to produce his licence for inspection
 Section 56(2) Operator to produce private hire booking records
 Section 56(3) Operator to produce private hire vehicle records
 Section 56(4) Operator to produce private hire operator licence
 Section 58(2)(b) Removal of vehicle identification plate or disc following 

revocation, suspension or expiry of vehicle licence
 Section 68 Power to inspect and test fitness of hackney carriage and 

private hire vehicles and issue suspension notice if not satisfied
 Section 73 Obstruction of Authorised Officer

2.4 The effectiveness and operation of the authorisations will be monitored and 
reviewed by each of the authorities participating.

2.5 All participating authorities will continue to work to standardise driver and vehicle 
conditions to make enforcement more consistent and straightforward for the 
officers concerned.


